
.ALL.... TIll: AlII. Guy Berube says he "oozes" Qeatiyity. Whatever JOII call it. the resulla of thi
can be seen all ewer dlIWIltototn.

Creative orgasm
Guy Berube grabs life and
lives fully in his creativity

CHETTO DESICN

Carl Stewart

gUy BERUBE HAS A
lot ofban in the air.

He is an art dea.ler
(he was lale for our first
meeting because he was

closing the sale ofa Warhol print
of Maril)'n Monroe), a collector

(his apartment is a fahulou
curiosily shop including a Diane
Arbu and a real Sluffed baboon), a
curator {he programs exhibitions
for llelsinki Lounge and Bar 56 in
Ollawa and far spaces in London
and Pari5!. a photographer (in July
he will show his O\VIl photographs
at Bar 56), a party planner
(remernber Holy Fuck, the party at
Helsinki with the big cock contest?

-that was his idea) and he is one
of the most sought·wter interior
designers in Otlawa.

Be.ube describE!1> his ecleclic
slyle and approach 10 deMgn as
ghello.

"It's !'rom Ihp 1;111, by IOstincI.
sell· taught, without the henelil
of ac<tdemic lraining.· explain,
Ilcrub(l. "' comp.1re illo naIve all.
the need 10 do ...ilho"1 knowlt'dgl"
or 1I01!prSlanding. A simp)p urge
10 bP pan ofsomething more:'I was lhis simple urge tharlpd
this native of orthem Quebec
!'rom Onawa to Europe to San
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"I th. k the happi.r
.....,th.mor.

cr.ativlty ...ms
to ooze out of

me,som.tm••
like a great

orgasm. It ca
be out of control."

CreathI orgasm
Continued[rom page 29

Francisco and. finally. NcwYork.
"' wa-~ Ii\'ing in San Francisco

and I lied about being able 10 use
" 16mm camera to get a job as
cameraman on it film crew head­
ing to New Yor1t," he chuckles.

Ilt'rube was qUickly found out.
!lUi inslead of being tired. h •WitS
offered the job of assistant ram­
eraman. The film wrapped in IWO

weeks. He Slayed for 10 years.
In cwYork. in need ofwor1t,

and willing 10 do anything "if it
paid and I could be arol,"d art."
the enterprising Berube pho­
togra"hl>d Iiimselfln llis under­
wear and distributed Dyers offer­
ing himself up as a banender
because, as he contends. "every.
body needs a bartender."

Soon he was getting bar­
lending gigs at private panies
and gallery openinp and the
occasional odd job.

Perhaps oddesl amonllihem
was his work for an elderly gentle­
man for whom Berube would pick
up chicken clnlets every Thursclay
and. wearing only while briefs,
dusl thl' gentlt'man's aparlment
as he looked on. When the du t ing
was finished, Bembe cooked Ihe
chicken. got paid and lefl.

II wilson one oflheseThurs·
days Ihlllthe genlleman asked
Berube if he would be Willing to
help a friend. an anliCluilies collet:­
lor who needed 10 be taken 10
the doctor once a week. Berube
agreed and wa.~ introduced to the
collector. II was an introduction

that would change his life. And
.Ike most life-altering inlroduc­
tions. it had a very rocky start.

"We hated each other. He called
me white trash. I calJed him a tired
old leather queen.' says IJcmbe.
describing lheir fir:>t meeting.
". worked for him for four ye-drs.
He taught me about (oUcetiog,
(luclions, biddin~; he ended up
being a grandfather. a menlor,
a Svcngali:

During Ihis time he had been
making regular trips to Ollawa
10 \'islt his family, antI il was on
one of these visits in 2000 Ihat
his mother was diagnosed with
Alzheimer's disease. Within
48 hours be had moved back
to Ottawa 10. as he jokes. "paIl)'
with my mom while she can stll1
remember It."

He conttnues to panywith his
mom but now it's a differmt kind
ofparty. When his mother's illness
progJesSed to the point where she
was beginning to lose her ability to

Speak and communicate. Berube
net'<ll-d to find something thaI
would allow him to~~with her.

". had an artist friend. Juan
Carlos Noria. makl" a drawing
of a un for her. II wa.o; on b r
wall and one day in fruslralion
I suggested we colour It. She
loved it and 1thoUflht. 'Jackpot!'
I asked fuan Carlos to make
it colouring book for her and
now once a week my mom and
me sit logether and colour."

Berube quickly re·established
himself in Ottawa and his fllsl
design jobcarne when his friend
Luigi Meliambro needed a designer

for his restaurant, Z1bibbo.
"Behind every cooJ Straight

guy is a really cool gay guy,. says
MeJiambro.

And this really cool gay guy
created a reaUy cool space com­
bining ultra-modern lighting with
a sumpluous wdll made of blocks
or walnut, an intimate boolh and
a wall thaI at first glance appt'aJ's
to be small sheets of bronze bul
is aetualJy heets ofsushi paper
applied like gold leaf.

Since then. Beru~ has been
designing privale resid nces and
commercial spaces all over
Ottawa. including Bar 56 In the
Byward Markel, flowers Talk on
Wellington Street and II Negozio
Nicastro, a popular restaunmt and
grocery in Westboro.

For II Negozlo Nlcaslro. Beru~
has Intn$formed the first /loor of
a non·descript office building
into a space that is a food-lover's
wet dream: atpnce an ItaUan gro­
cery and a smart. sophisticaled
eatery where you could easily
Imagine the SexAnd The at)'
girls sipping cosmopoUtans and
cruising tbe bot walten.

And while you may come for
the waiters, you'D stay for the
great food and ingenioU$ df!cor.
Worldng closely with carpenter
Matthew C1aydon. Beru~ has
created a space that reaDy must
be cq>erienced to be appreciated.
As you enter, you come race to
face with a nine-by-12-foot wall
best described as a son of rustic
marquetry - fallen branches
and trees cut to three-inch lengths
and attached perpendicular to
the floor. The back wall of Ihe bar
15 constructed oiatacked scrap

wood and floating overhead are
cool white ac.:ryllc clouds by the
Bakery Group.

What's next for Berube?
He is currently in negotiations

10 wrate art for spaCell in ~·sel

and Bart-elona. He is designing a
line of Eames-inspired furniture
made from trees being cut as part
of a forestry management projec.;t
in Northern Quebec.

And he is in love.
What effCCI willihis have 011

his work?
"I think the happier I am, the

more creativity seem . 10 ooze
oul of me. somctimes like a greal
orgasm. It can be OUI of conlrol."
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