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How designer Guy Berube, a gallery owner and
porn-themed party planner, would spend the perfect
day in Ottawa on an unlimited budget

24 HOURS WITH

Guy Berube

Here we are, very early in the morninQ. and I nH<I to work on my list of gifts IOf those I

love-and maybe a few qoodles for myself. I'm trymg to decide whill to give my gOlkhild

Nicholas: Ihe huqe flbrltQlus hippopotamus hud ($350) I saw at Yardley's Antiques (1240

Bank SI.) Of the 10nely-lookirtQ stuHe<l baboon ($225) I purchased two years ago at a New
York City flea market. That city is known for its unusual art galleries, so why not throw in an

antique toy soldier ($1,200, Including shipplnq) from the Hanonymous objects· series at Ricco!

Mart'SCa Gallery (529 West 20th 51.).

One Ihinq I have decided is that I will dehmtply order beautiful bouquets of exotic !lowers

(S35 each) from Flowers Talk (1305 Wellington 51.) lor both my mom and the staff of 24 very cool
people althe Villa Marguerite Nursinq Homp (75 Bruyere St.). The stall at this full-<arp lacility are

incredible, so let's add an all-e.penses·pald, one-week trip to Cuba lor aU 01 them from Traveloclty

(www.travelocity.com. $3.800 each). My best buddy. Colette, is addicted to art and has a mighty

line collection (thanks to my e~pert adVice). She deserves only the best: a Pierre Mollnl.r

19505 orlqlnal self-portrait of the Parisian photographer in futl S&M gear ($5,700,

Sotheby's, New York). With that. gift shopping is taken care of, sorta.

Since I opened La Petite Mort (306 Cumberland St.), my contemporary'art

and mobllier Qallery. my rare days off are spent, in part, renewing gallery Inven­

tory with Items such as a 1950s Charles Eames walnut chair ($1,450) Irom

Founddeslgn (/192 Bank 5t.l. I would also include the latest in lighting design by

Bakery Group, featuring the Steili. a 12'foot'~ircumference ceiling light that is everything true
design can be ($2,366). I could not do without the new line of contemporary BrillUlan furniture

from LuiQi Meliambro at Cappo Imports (819'827'1384). The stalnless'steel colfee table with I

blood-red, hlgh'gloss car Ilnlsh is the holiest thing and a must·have item ($3.000).

Then I would commission artist Peter 5hmelzer to do a blgger-than-Ilfe'slze portrait 01 my

cat, Mondo (52,800). Peter's paintings and many more works from contemporary artists can be

seen at my gallery from Tuesday to Sunday, " a.m. to 7 p.m.

Ned on the aQenda is a Marqarlta piZZI ($10) with a glass of Prlmltlvo nlio Puqlll ($8.75)

at Ventuno CalE! (1355 WelllnQton 51.). where I did the interior design. ThiS fantasllc restaurant
features Qreat Italian food, a full deli counter. a multitude 01 imported cheeses, endless olive

oils and balsamic vinegars. freshly made pasta. and delicious chocolate. For reading material.

I'll take alonQ Geek love by Katherine Dunn (S24.99. Warner Books). Then I'm off to meet

my qirl Sarah at living Colour Tattoo (412 Dalhousie 51.) for tattoo number 10,Iwo light­

inl~ roosters placed on my back and desiQned by artist 8easton. which equals four hours

of mind'numbing pain (SIOO/hour).
Finally, I wander into Mounta,n

Equipment CO'op (366 Richmond

Rd.) to buy a matching pair of Vela Sea Kayaks ($4.125 each) lor my boyfriend James

and me.

My dream day-whal was IthmkinQ?
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