




out thought of cost, transporta­
tion or a potential market Past
undertakings haw gained him a
consider<Jbte <Jmount of notori­
ety. At the 2lXE Spring Party,

Sodal, a popular restaurant and
lounge in the Byward Market,
unveiled his infamous "Kids
with Hose: also knl:n-.'Il as the
painting with the million dollar
price lag. Measuring eight feel
by six feet and weighing 400

pounds, the 3Cf)'lic on gia.'iS piet:e
was a manunoth undertaking
that involved huge investments
of time and. money, custom cut
glass and. frame, a 5 tonnl." truck
to move it,. scaffolding and 01

dozen pcopIc In hang it
Grainger crack.<; jokes

about hi<; own insincerity, but
thtcoy an' just lhaL.jokes. His
wOI"k is strong.. pt=onaI.. pas­
sionate and shocking. He is com­
fortable saying that a lot of his
work is intended <IS a big "fuck
you: although to whom it's
dirt.'cted is left opt"llio interpre­
tation..In.. SOIl of an ex-eop and
ex-CSIS father, he is open about
the loss of his mother in a car
accident on his tenth birthday
and the event's consequential
efft..ct on the development of his
personality anoJ. ultimately, his
arl. He confidently discusses the
ensuing Compulsive Obsessive
Disorder, his treatment and his

triwnphs over the disease. Just
as the: loss has become integral to
who he is as a person, so has it

become inextricably linked to his
work.

Hili being is driven and
compelled to create art that
makes people reassess them­
selves and their ideas. Even
those who would consider
themselves open-minded indi_
viduals with a healthy gr<JSp of
sexuality cannot help but be
shocked by some of his work.
Graingt'r strives 10 be ·contin­
ually experimenting". He says
thai he goes through extended
down times where he creates
next to nothing_ But these are
easily followed by a 3 o1m call
toanns...

\\\cultureshock

conceiving and creating great
ambitious projects. He aspires 10
a Warholesque pinnacle or star­
dom. Although he claim... that he
would enjoy simply having a
nlcccar to dril·earound town. it's
the rrt'Cdom that such celebrity
brings thai draws Grainger. His
ideas arc expensive, cumbcr­
!iOII1l" and unconventional. His
l.'}'es gleam at the mention of a

futuJ? that would enablil! him to
m>ate ihiI! art he efwisions with-

ing ~ is, in his own woms, "not
corruptt:oJ". He acknowledh'l"S
Inc valul'S of academic training..
such JS the disciplifl(' it takes to
work in a structured time frame,
but he doubts thai lime ffiilnagc­
ment can stimulate the inner
de-ire lu create. Grainger has the

desire, the passion and the vision
it takes to bl> illl artist His ideas
arc big. His past includes a
deoouchcrous rock and roll
lifestyle, which assists him in

-weU organized and at his d ispos-
al. Multiple work surfaces, good
lighting and most importantly
the evidence of work,. crmlc an
erwimoment conducive to cre­
ativity.The area is primarily
white with faint pink handprints
and SmE'atS over almost e'o'el)'
swfacc. For the most part. he
works in series and several of
these are organi7.ed around the
space. The work i.. shocking. The
backgrounds are flat. the colours
are bright. and the image; are
graphic. Grainger has drawn
heavily on ~aphy in the
formation ('/ his acr}'lic, image
and gla.<;§ work. Two similar
pieces show an image repeated
in triplicate. Ont>showsa ....'()mall

..villi open mouth,. ejaculate on
M £ace and a black bar over her
eyt'S. The second shows the.saJl'lt!
woman with a satisfied smile.
Mmnrted on the .......an <Ire sevenl
miniatures of a .."'oman's bod)'

from thl' waist down, l~spread
OV{"f a blood-red splattered back­
ground with a gash ofblack paint
across her crotch. Undemeath
these are several medium-large
reproductions of chl:!rrie; OVt'I

completely matte black b.1.ck­
ground behind glass, in a heavy
black frame.

The last show al GLPM
was held in Septl:!mbl:r ()f 2I.XJ6.
Entitled "One Night Stand with
Darren Grainger: An Exploration
of Anxiety and Prorniscuity," it
included 25 pia"'e'i that dcalt with
the issue of what tum.. us on sex­
ually turning us off morally. The
artist gaw away 500 black con­
doms in dear wrappers printl'd
with 'One Night Stand with
Darren Grainger" and a lipstick
kiss. 1llc ultimate in self-promo­
tion a Ia guerrilla marketing. The
snow drew on Grainger's experi­
ence a-; one of many boys who
grew up in the 80's and 1l:!MIlt!d
aboul sex from porn. He is quick
to state that he isn't opposed to
pornography, which he consid­
er.; "inevitable l'CCI'ealion: but
stall'S thai it is a ~7.arre misrep­
resentalilIl of real life".
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.~D EFFORii.£SSlY ABOLT HJS ARTIYORK,
~'I~VHILST DOOR\VAY~LOUNGING IN A RED SHJRT

"J\llL LL\COI1ll Il
• THE CHARMING 32 YEAR OLD,

SHOCKING CON'TE.'.rr, WILL BE EXHIBITING AT
, L')JE~,

TItis will not be his first show at GLPM but it will be a departure from the work he's known for; rather
than working with aaylic, ~"1SS and reproduced irn.:'ges, he will be makinc his first foray into oils.
Grainger wants to maintain a strong pop mixed-media look, even though the w8rk will be more tradition­
al, figurative and created mostly witi\ "my hand" as he puts it. Used to'1he immediacy of other mediums,
the slow drying time of oils means that Grainger will have to modify his working methods.

It's a challenge hei,lCCS with ed Teb'Ularly since the age of 20 plt'a.~ing apartment-house/stu- the public. He comments that
a cocky and confident grin. and although, or maybe because, diu in the new Dalhousie DYI "Darrt>n Gr.lingcr:
lJa:mm has been making art for a p!"OO$S is so important to him. he fiNtion district al hi<; disposal. A Slaughtcrhouse" is both tilt> bo.ost
long timcilnd st.llcs thatl!\'l!fl as a hasn't picked one in particular, rl'n'flt piece of his, which uses and worst name he has rome up
child he "did a fair bit" and ~was As his currenl foray into a new cj.-:ulale as a tTM.>diu"" \\'as with so far, The studio ilsclf is
always likW by art reachefS". lie medium iUustrates, each show housed oit GU'M for less than two sparse, organized and thrilling.
sums it up by saying. "1\ly rocket has its own process, days before being sold oit auction Onre used to teach piano, the

maybe didn t look as good as The shock-intellcctual pop-- to a business owner from this workspact.> is one \\;th appeals.
Johnn~"s rocket but it had a littl", artist is fortunate and dri\'en same district. Grainger has ron· His tools, including industrial
more passion to it" He has cn'at- enough to ha\'e an aestht'tically sidCT't'd opening hl" studio up to sprayers and raw pigment,. art'
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